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Call for Indigenous Artist: Landscapes Panel Art 

 

The Wilder Institute/Calgary Zoo (WICZ) seeks to commission up to seven Indigenous artists to 

create original artworks representing Canadian landscapes and how people relate to the land. These 

finished works of art will be permanently displayed at the WICZ as part of the redeveloped Canadian 

Wilds.   

 

Background: 

The Canadian Wilds is a 21-acre section of the WICZ where Canada's iconic species and landscapes 

are celebrated. Built several decades ago, the Canadian Wilds is scheduled to re-open in late 2023 

after a major redevelopment. 

Indigenous communities are the original stewards of natural heritage and from generation to 

generation, they have honoured and protected the wildlife and land. The WICZ believes Canada's 

celebrating Canada’s wildlife and wild places cannot be known or celebrated without understanding 

the deep connection between Indigenous communities and the land. Our goal is to connect people 

with Indigenous Ways of Knowing and Indigenous perspectives by providing a platform for the voices 

of artists, storytellers and language leaders in the Canadian Wilds. 

 

Opportunity Summary: 

The Wilder Institute/Calgary Zoo is seeking seven Indigenous artists to create original artworks for 

permanent display in the redeveloped Canadian Wilds. We are seeking Indigenous artists with 

connections to seven ecological zones found throughout Alberta and the Northwest Territories: 

Prairies, Foothills, Rocky Mountains, Boreal Forest, Northern Coast, Tundra, and River. 

Each selected artist will be asked to create a two-dimensional artwork inspired by one of the seven 

landscapes and its wildlife. We hope artists will feel comfortable sharing their personal connections 

and perspectives on the landscape they have selected to showcase. Each completed work of art will 

be reproduced digitally, then printed and installed as a permanent feature in the Canadian Wilds 

alongside related animal species and interpretive signage.  

 

Our preference is for painted, drawn or digitally illustrated art, but other two-dimensional media will 

be considered if they can be converted to a suitable format for printing. Please indicate on in your 

letter of interest which landscape or two you feel most connected to and why.  

 

Artist Compensation: $3500.00 CAD + GST 

Submission Deadline: 4:00 PM MT, April 30, 2023 



 

 
 

 

Artist Information Sessions 

A virtual information session will be conducted on April 13, 2023, at 11:00 AM and 4:00 PM. If you 

are interested in attending, please email Marketing@calgaryzoo.com for a link to the session.  

 

Project Details and FAQ:  

 

The selected artists will work with the Senior Strategist, Interpretive Planning and Creative services 

to ensure the artworks align with the mission and values of the Wilder Institute/Calgary Zoo. Once 

the artist has completed their piece at the required dimensions, it will be digitally printed on an 

outdoor panel and installed as part of a wood and steel sculpture at the entry of each ecosystem 

region within the Canadian Wilds zone. Each artist will be asked to provide either a digital file, or the 

original print for digital reproduction. Artists will also be asked to provide a short artist statement and 

biography for use on recognition signage.  

 

What is the artwork intended to do?  

- Celebrate a unique landscape and the relationship between humans, land and wildlife in that 

region and infuse Indigenous Art throughout the Canadian Wilds experience, sharing 

different artist styles and stories with a large visitor audience. 

- Inspire visitors to think differently and reflect on the connection between humans and the 

natural world.   

 

What are the artwork requirements?  

- Develop an original artwork in their choice of media. Currently artworks are intended to be 

approximately 24”x24”, though the shape and exact dimensions are still to be determined in 

consultation with the artist and the signage design firm.  

- Artists will provide either a digital file or original artwork for digital reproduction, at the 

required dimensions and file type. The WICZ will reprint the artwork for the panel at the WICZ 

cost. 

 

Are there any restrictions on the artwork?  

- Artists must provide a concept sketch for review and approval before completing the artwork 

to ensure alignment with the WICZ values and mission. Art on display at the WICZ must 

represent animals in a positive way, not use caricature or inappropriately anthropomorphic 

depictions of animals, and be appropriate for a family audience.  

- Artworks will remain with the WICZ as part of our art collection and cannot be reproduced 

without permission from the WICZ. The WICZ will also not reproduce the artwork for any 

revenue-generating purpose without expression permission and an additional contract with 

the artist.    
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Budget: 

Each artist will receive $3,500.00 CAD + GST as compensation for their finished artwork. This 

encompasses all artist time and costs associated with creating the artwork, including materials and 

supplies. The artist will not be required to pay for the digital reproduction and printing of the panel, or 

for the recognition signage.  

 

 

Timeline: 

Submission Deadline: April 30, 2023 

Contracts Awarded: May 5, 2023 

Concept Sketch Due: May 30, 2023 

Completion: Pieces must be completed by July 31, 2023. Artists may submit a progress invoice after 

their concept sketch is approved for 50% of the contract value, with the remainder to be paid upon 

completion of the artwork.  

 

Eligibility:  

This call is open to Indigenous (First Nations, Metis, Inuit) artists over the age of 18 who reside in 

Canada and feel connection to the land in the region now known as Alberta and the Northwest 

Territories.  

 

 Submission requirements:  

 

- Letter of Interest or Video Submission explaining your interest in this opportunity and your 

connection to one or more of the landscapes or regions in Alberta and the Northwest 

Territories listed below (maximum 500 words). Please share which nation (or nations) you 

are part of in your letter.  

- A short description of your artwork and material used. 

- Portfolio: Up to 10 images of current or past artworks uploaded as individual media files.  

- Please note that concept proposals or sketches are not required at this stage.  

 

Selection process:  

 

This application process is competitive and will be reviewed by an internal and external selection 

panel. Applications will be evaluated with the following considerations:  

- Letter of Interest 

o Interest in this opportunity and how the artist’s background and practice will 

contribute to this project.  

o Understanding of the project and connection to project goals.  

o Demonstration of relevant experience.  

- Portfolio  

o Demonstration of a clear artistic vision and strong execution of that vision.  

o Demonstration of artistic skills and approach needed to deliver a compelling design 

for this project.  


