
UNABLE TO COMPLETE A CURRENT  BOOK PROJECT?  
FINANCIAL SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE  

THE WRITERS’ TRUST OF CANADA DISTRIBUTES EMERGENCY GRANTS TO  
ESTABLISHED WRITERS WHO EXPERIENCE AN UNFORESEEN FINANCIAL CRISIS 

ABOUT THE WOODCOCK FUND 
The Woodcock Fund is a grant program that supports Canadian writers working to complete book  
projects that have the potential to make a significant and lasting contribution to Canadian letters. The 
Woodcock Fund can mean the difference between a finished book and one whose pages remain blank 
forever. 
 

Established in 1989 by the late author, George Woodcock and his wife Ingeborg, this fund is the only one 
of its kind in Canada. A prolific writer himself, George Woodcock was well aware of the difficulties faced 
by those who have chosen to devote their lives to literature. Not only is writing a solitary profession with 
no health benefits or pension plans, not only is little or no income generated during the long pre-
publication period when a book is being born, there is no guarantee that even when a book is published 
that it will generate enough income to provide a decent standard of living. Any number of factors  
contribute to a book's financial success (quality being only one of them) and almost all of these factors are 
impossible to control. 
 

When a writer faces an unexpected financial crisis, therefore, or becomes ill, their ability to complete a 
manuscript is at serious risk. Unless help arrives. 
 

To date, the Woodcock Fund has distributed $597,222 in financial support to 142 Canadian writers, a 
number of them prominent and established in their respective fields. 
 

To be eligible a writer must: 
 

• be working on a book that, without the grant, would be imperiled or abandoned. 
• have actively pursued a career as a professional writer and published a minimum of two works, or an 
 equivalent body of work; 
• face an unforeseen financial crisis (usually a matter of exigency including but not limited to an illness, 
 legal issue, or debt problem, rather than the on-going, chronic problem of making a living). 
 

The Woodcock Fund is available to writers working in fiction, poetry, playwriting or creative non-fiction.  
Applications are assessed by a committee composed of writers from across the country and applicants are  
guaranteed confidentiality. Successful applicants will quickly receive financial support. 

For application guidelines, inquires or further information please contact: 
James Davies, Senior Program Manager 
Phone: 416.504.8222 x 245 
Email: jdavies@writerstrust.com 
Web: www.writerstrust.com/programs_woodcockfund.html 


