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Northwest Territories Visual Artists leave their mark at Canadaõs 

Northern House in Vancouver.  
 

The recent 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver BC 

proved to be an opportunity of a lifetime for ten visual 

artists from the NWT. From February 13 - 27, 2010, the 

cultural contingent made Canadaõs Northern House 

their home as they proudly demonstrated their talents to 

thousands of visitors.  
 

Two artists from each region in the NWT were selected  

by an independent six person panel with a view to 

providing a balanced, informative and interactive 

showcase of the NWTõs various genres of contemporary 

and traditional art.  
 

Artists were placed into two groups and each travelled 

for one week at a time.  
 

 

Week 1 Artists:  

Cecile Deneyoua, moose/caribou hair tuftings from Hay River; Mary Okheena, printmaking from Ulukhaktok; 

Janet Grandjambe, beadwork and fish scale art from Fort Good Hope; Jamie Look, contemporary stone 

jewelry from Yellowknife; and John Sabourin, carver and painter from Fort Simpson.  
 

Week 2 Artists:  

Brandy Wilson, foliage prints from Fort Smith; Elizabeth Drescher, traditional sewer from  Inuvik ; Lucy Yakelaya, 

beadwork from Fort Good Hope ; Jennifer Walden, painter from Yellowknife; and  Karen Cumberland, 

birchbark basketry and fish scale artwork from Fort Liard.  
 

Each day a constant flow of enthusiastic spectators from all 

over the world took turns crowding around the artist 

demonstration and exhibit areas. People were amazed at 

the types of unique materials, such as moosehide, antler, 

and porcupine quills, that artists used to create their 

beautiful pieces. Some artists also led youth workshops at the 

West Vancouver Recreational Centre.   
 

Over 100,000 people visited Canadaõs Northern House 

during the Olympics.  
 

For more information on Canadaõs Northern House, please visit: 
www.canadasnorth.com  

 

NWT ARTISTS DATABASE 
 

If you are an NWT artist or             

organization who is interested in 

having a FREE online profile  

listed on the  

NWT Artistsõ Database,  

please contact us at:  
 

   Phone Toll Free:  
1-877-445- 2787 (ARTS)   

 
E-mail: nwtarts@gov.nt.ca or 

   Visit our website: 
www.nwtarts.com  

This newsletter is created by the  

G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  

Territories and is designed to help the NWT arts 

community stay up to date with the current 

òhappeningsó in the industry.  

There are two GNWT Departments that have 

shared interests in supporting the arts ñ Industry, 

Tourism and Investment  (ITI) and Education,    

Culture and Employment (ECE).  ECE supports the 

creative aspects of the arts, while ITIõs primary 

role is helping the business side of arts.  

 

ECEõs Role in Supporting NWT Arts 
 

Since 1985, ECE has supported the NWT Arts 

Council as it strives to stimulate and promote 

northern art. The Councilõs role is to  provide 

recommendations to the Minister of ECE 

regarding financial awards and workshops. If you 

would like to apply for funding, please consult 

the Arts Council website for an application at:  

pwnhc.learnnet.nt.ca/artscouncil  
 

ECE also has a Support to Northern  

Performersõ Program designed to aid in the     

development and promotion of performing arts 

and artists in the NWT at local and regional    

public festivals and events.  

Consult the Prince of Wales Northern        

Heritage Centre website at:  

pwnhc . learnnet .n t .ca /p rograms /

index.asp  
 

ITIõs Role in Supporting NWT Arts 
 

        ITI recognizes the importance of tradition 

and the economic potential of the NWT arts and 

fine crafts industry. ITIõs support is provided 

through the Support for Entrepreneur and 

Economic Development (SEED) Policy.  ITI, 

through the NWT Arts Branding Logo, also 

supports marketing and promotional efforts 

nationally and internationally by bringing 

awareness to the importance and value of 

traditional arts and fine crafts in the NWT.  For 

more information please visit ITIõs website at: 

www.iti.gov.nt.ca/artscrafts  

GNWT PROGRAMS 

AND SERVICES 

Onlookers watch closely as Jen Walden works on a painting J. Thiemessen 
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